Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 12522 161525Z 

45 

ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 OES-03 CU-02 AGR-05 CEA-01 

CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-03 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 

L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 AID-05 CIEP-01 SS-15 

STR-04 TAR-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 FEAE-00 

OMB-01 NSF-01 CEQ-01 EPA-01 IGA-01 OIC-02 /101 W 

121102 

R 16125 1Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1237 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 12522 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: USINIC, IN 

SUBJECT: INDO-US JOINT COMMISSION MEETING IN OCTOBER - 
WORKING DRAFT OF MINUTES 
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EMBASSY SCIENCE ATTACHE MET YESTERDAY WITH DR. NAG CHAUDHURI, 
INDIAN CHAIRMAN FOR JOINT SUBCOMMISSION ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOL- 
OGY TO REVIEW THE US WORKING DRAFT OF THE JOINT COMMISSION MIN- 
UTES. DR. NAG CHAUDHURI HAD NO PROBLEM WITH THE TEXT EXCEPT FOR 
THE WORDS IN PARAGRAPH 25 "INSTANCES OF UNJUSTIFIED CRITICISM". 

HE SAID THAT, WHERE HE CERTAINLY FELT THE CRITICISM IN THE PRESS 
AND PAC REPORT TO THE RESEARCH PROJECTS, PARFICULARLY THE MOSQUITO 
GENETIC PROJECT WAS UNJUSTIFIED ON A TECHNICAL BASIS, IT MAY BE 
DIFFICULT FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA TO ACCEPT THESE EXACT WORDS 
FROM A POLITICAL POINT OF VIEW. HE INDICATED IT WAS HIS FREEING 
THAT BOTH THE TECHNICAL AGENCY INVOLVED IN THE INITIAL REVIEW 
OF THE PROJECT IN ADDITION TO THE POLITICAL AGENCY I.E. THE 
MINISTRY, SHOULD BE THE ONES TO DEFEND THE PROJECT IF THIS BE- 
CAME NECESSARY. NATURALLY, THE MINISTRY OFFICIALS MUST BE ALERTED 
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HAS NO DOUBT THAT CASES SUCH AS THIS WILL AGAIN APPEAR IN THE 
PRESS AT SOME FUTURE DATE SINCE, IN THE REALITIES OF TODAY, SCIENCE 
CAN NO LONGER BE SEPARATED FROM POLITICS. HE HIMSELF, WOULD 
HAVE NO PROBLEM, AS INDIAN CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT COMMISSION ON 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY TO STAND BEHIND ANY PROJECT PUBLICALLY 
THAT WAS APPROVED BY THE JOINT SUBCOMMISSION ON SCIENCE AND TECH- 
NOLOGY. HOWEVER, HE WOULD NOT, HE FEELS, BE IN A POSITION TO JUSTI 
FY A PROJECT THAT MAY BE APPROVED BY ANOTHER AGENCY. HE REFER- 
RED HERE TO PROJECTS UNDER THE SPECIAL FOREIGN CURRENCY PROGRAM 
THAT WOULDNOT NECESSARILY BE REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY THE JOINT 
COMMISSION ITSELF. HOWEVER, HE STATED THAT ALL PROJECTS WHETHER 
UNDER THE AUSPICIES OF JOINT COMMISSION OR UNDER ANY JOINT PRO- 
GRAM. IF APPROVED BY BOTH GOVERNMENTS SHOULD BE DEFENDED BY THE 
INDIVIDUAL AGENCY THAT APPROVED THE PROJECT AND IS RESPONSIBLE. HE 
AGREED. THAT IN ADDITION TO THE TECHNICAL COUNCIL INVOLVED EACH 
COLLABORATIVE PROJECT SHOULD ALSO BE APPROVED AT THE MINISTERIAL 
OR SECRETARY LEVEL OF THE MINISTRY UNDER WHICH THIS PROJECT WOULD 
FALL I.E. HEALTH PROJECTS - MINISTRY OF HEALTH, AGRICULTURAL PRO- 
JECTS - MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS BY DEPART- 
MENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY ETC. THIS SHOULD ALSO HOLD TRUE 
WHETHER ON THE INDIAN SIDE OR US SIDE. HE FEELS STRONGLY THAT 
WORDING SUCH AS THIS SHOULD APPEAR SOMEWHERE IN THE JOINT 
COMMISSION MINUTES AND WOULD BE DISCUSSING THIS WITH MEA DURING 
THIS WEEK. 

2. THESE ARE NAG CHAUDHURI’S PERSONAL INFORMAL VIEWS ON FIRST 
READING THE TEXT OF THE DRAFT MINUTES AND BEFORE DISCUSSING THE 
ISSUES WITH GOI OFFICIALS. 

SCHNEIDER 
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